Acomb Neighbourhood Plan – draft Plan Consultation – Open Day – 27th January 2018
1.0 Introduction

The formal Pre-submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan Consultation took place between11th December 2017 an 5th February 2018. During this period, copies of the draft Plan were addressed to Statutory and Public Bodies, for comment, before the Plan was amended and submitted for formal Inspection.
As part of this Consultation, a Public Open Day was held in Acomb Village Hall, on Saturday 27th January 2018, from 10.00 until 14.00.

A total of 22 members of the community attended the Open Day (including representatives from Wylam, Corbridge and Humshaugh). Comments were logged and are listed below, verbatim but unattributed, by Policy.
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2.0 Comments
2.1 Policy 1 Local Green Spaces

· I agree with the priority of protecting the green spaces. I support the maintenance of views of green spaces, too.

· I fully support the protection of our local green spaces and enhancement/improvement and maintenance of our local pathways

· Must be retained

2.2 Policy 2 Community Facilities

· Our local community facilities are extremely important as they serve to provide the life-blood of the village. The one thing I believe would ignite broader involvement by local residents is a general store – maybe community-led? (and a tea room?)

· The Village Hall and Pavilion both need to be refurbished either as separate units or a new build on the playing field along with parking. This may encourage people to make use of the tennis courts.
2.3 Policy 3 Flooding

· I agree that flooding reduction and prevention needs to be included

· An area needing on-going review as our climate changes

· Increase drainage near Redburn and Alnmouth Terrace. Ensure existing drains are cleared of debris (leaves, twigs etc) regularly.

· It is important that this is monitored, but some “younger” flood wardens may be needed in the near future.
2.4 Policy 4 Walking and Cycling

· I enjoy walking and cycling in and from Acomb. I would also add that pavements should be provided for the safety of pedestrians, especially children, aged and less abled.

· Is there any worth in considering advertising our local walks? Perhaps in some of the general literature on Tourism around the county

· Acomb has some good walking routes. The state of some of the roads may deter cyclists

2.5 Policy 5 Howford Quarry (Recycling Works)

· Walking with a dog (extra width on road margins). I agree that the large vehicles make the road unpleasant for pedestrians sharing the way.

2.6 Policy 6 New Housing

· This needs restricting

· It’s all been said re Garden House development but let’s ensure it doesn’t happen again

· We must never forget the debacle of the Avant development!!

· I agree that the character needs to be sympathetic.

2.7 Policy 7 Local Economy

· No comments made

2.8 Policy 8 Acomb Conservation Area

· No comments made

2.9 Policy 9 Non-designated Heritage Assets

· I’m interested in learning more about this and again wonder if we might wish to advertise our assets?

2.10 Policy 10 Design in new development

· Vital

· To be in keeping with the village

2.11 General

· Good work – keep it up! Thanks to all.
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3.0 Next Steps
Some comment sheets were taken away to be returned when complete. These comments, along with those above, will be added to the list of all comments from the pre-Submission Consultation. 
The Acomb Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will consider all the comments arising from the Consultation and, aided by advice from an independent Planning Consultant and a Planning Officer from Northumberland County Council, the Group will amend the draft Neighbourhood Plan.
The Plan will then be submitted to the County Council for Formal Inspection.

Norman Robson

Acomb NP Steering Group

28th January 2018
